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SUBJECT: LEGAL BASIS FOR MALAGASY CHANGE OE GOVERNMENT 

REE: TANANARIVE 0232 

1. EORMER HEAD OF GOVERNMENT GENERAL GABRIEL RAMANANTSOA 
IN HIS SPEECH ANNOUNCING HIS DECISION TO NAME COLONEL 
RICHARD RATSIMANDRAVA AS HIS REPLACEMENT AS HEAD OF 
GOVERNMENT CITED ARTICLE 3 OF OCTOBER 8, 1972 REFERENDUM AS HIS 
AUTHORITY TO DO SO. 
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2. ARTICLE 3 READS AS FOLLOWS: "THE HEAD OF GOVERNMENT WILL 
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DESIGNATE BY DECREE IN THE COUNCIL OE MINISTERS THE 
PERSON SELECTED TO REPLACE HIM IN CASE OF IMPEDIMENTS 
(EMPECHEMENT) BEEORE END FIVE-YEAR PERIOD EORESEEN HEREIN. 
THIS IMPEDIMENT WILL BE SUBJECT TO PRIOR CONEIRMATION BY 
THE CONSEIL SUPERIEUR DBS INSTITUTIONS." 

3. REPORTEDLY, BOTH REQUIREMENTS OE ARTICLE THREE WERE 
MET. GENERAL RAMANANTSOA ISSUED HIS DECREE IN COUNCIL OE 
MINISTERS ALTER APPROVAL OF CONSEIL SUPERIEUR DES 
INSTITUTIONS UNDER DIRECTION OE ITS PRESIDENT TOAZARA. 

LATTER WAS PRESENT WHEN RADIO-TV ANNOUNCEMENT MADE. 

4. EMBASSY COMMENT: IN VIEW OF ABOVE, EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT 
QUESTION OE US RECOGNITION OE NEW GOVERNMENT IS NOT RPT NOT 
RAISED. PAPAL NUNCIO, WHO IS DEAN OE DIPLOMATIC CORPS, AND 
BRITISH AMBASSADOR, VICE DEAN, CONCUR IN THIS JUDGMENT. 

5. ACTION RECOMMENDED TO DEPT: RECOMMEND THAT CONGRATULA- 
TORY MESSAGE BE EORWARDED AS PROMPTLY AS POSSIBLE TO HEAD OE 
STATE COLONEL RICHARD RATSIMANDRAVA EROM PRESIDENT LORD. 
PLEASE NOTE THAT RATSIMANDRAVA IS BOTH HEAD OE STATE AND 
HEAD OE GOVERNMENT IN CONTRAST TO RAMANANTSOA WHOSE TITLE 
WAS LATTER ONLY. 

MENDENHALL 
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